
Electronic Balloting on 
NSDA Campus
A Visual Walk-through for Judges



Individual 
Event 
Balloting
____________
The rules for each event are 
posted on the ballot for your 
review.  

A timer is available for your 
convenience. Please remember 
that those who exceed the 30-
sec grace period cannot place 

first in the round.

Click the camera 
icon to enter the 

room.



Individual 
Event 
Balloting
____________
This is where comments to 
the performers are entered. 
Please enter them in the online 
interface during the round 
rather than writing them on 
paper and attempting to 
transfer them later.  This holds 
up the tournament since we 
cannot begin the next round 
until all ballots are submitted.

This drop-down menu is where 
you select which participant will 

receive the comments you type in 
the box.

In order to save your 
comments, you must click 

this icon.



Individual 
Event 
Balloting
____________
This is where you enter the 
students’ ranks and points.

Please note the speaker point 
guidelines.  Generally, students 
will score between a 92-100, 
but rule violations or poor 
performances could cause you 
to score lower.  Any score 
under a 91 should be clearly 
explained on the ballot 
comments. This button must be clicked to submit 

your ballot.  You can add to your 
comments after you submit if needed.



Congress 
Balloting
____________
There are two tabs for Congress 
ballots.  The first is the tab for 
individual speech scores for 
each student.  
Type feedback as the student 
speaks.  At the end of the 
speech, score the speech 1-6 (6 
is best), and click  SAVE.

A timer is available for your 
convenience. The PO will 

announce time at the end of 
each speech.

Click the camera 
icon to enter the 

room.



Congress 
Balloting
____________
You will also score the 
Presiding Officer.  Click the 
PO box at the far right of 
the screen, then add 
comments and a score.  
You will fill out ONE PO 
ballot for a 90-minute 
session and TWO ballots for 
a 2-hour or longer session.



Congress 
Balloting
____________
The second tab is the ranking 
tab.  Instructions appear at the 
top of the page. 
Once you have reached the end 
of the round, click on the 
rankings tab.



Congress 
Balloting
____________
Scroll down on the rankings tab, 
and you will find a place to RANK 
your top 8 speakers for the round.  

The speech scores you gave them 
will be visible for your reference, as 
well as a speaking score average.  

Remember that rankings should 
also consider legislators’ conduct 
and involvement in the chamber 
throughout the entire session.
Click SUBMIT to file your ballot.



Debate
Balloting
____________
There are two parts to the 
online debate ballot, though 
they both appear on the same 
screen. The first part (shown) is 
where you submit your actual 
decision for the round.

Timers are provided for you to 
time speeches and track prep 

time. THERE IS NO GRACE 
PERIOD IN DEBATE.

Click the camera 
icon to enter the 

room.

You must choose a 
winner from the 
dropdown menu 

AND click which side. 

Assign speaking points here. 
The point scale will help you  

decide how many. (23-30)



Debate
Balloting
____________
The last part of the ballot is 
your REASON FOR DECISION 
and comments to the debaters.
This is right below the decision 
and point box you saw in the 
last slide.  Just scroll down.

You type your reason for decision 
here.  Both debaters will receive 

these comments.  You can also add 
individual comments by clicking the 

tabs to the right of the RFD.

Don’t 
forget to 

click 
SAVE!



Confirm Your 
Ballot
____________
After submitting your ballot in 
ANY event, you will be asked to 
review and confirm your ballot.

Once you click “YES” to 
confirm, you MAY NOT change 
your decision, ranks, or points, 
but you MAY add comments.

Click here to change 
your decision, 
ranks, and/or

points.

Click here to 
confirm your ballot.



Thank you for 
judging.  We 
couldn’t run our 
tournaments 
without your 
support!
-The Tab Staff


