Forensics Competition
Judging Resource

O




General Guidelines:

What to do

Turn your cell phone off and remind
students to do so as well.

Come in with a positive attitude.
Remember that these are KIDS.

Have a stopwatch. Generally, cell phone
timers are discouraged, as the phone may
go off during a round. Time penalties
cannot be assessed if you do not use a
digital timer.

Feel free to write while students are
talking/performing. They expect it,
and it will provide them with more
valuable feedback than if you try to
remember things after the fact.

CHECK AND MAKE SURE THAT THE
KIDS IN FRONT OF YOU (USUALLY BY
CODE) MATCH WHAT IS ON YOUR
MASTER BALLOT.

Provide both positive and critical
feedback to performers. Nothing is
worse than ranking last in a room
when one’s only comment is “great
job!”

Familiarize yourself with the rules
of the event prior to stepping into
the round.

Check and make sure that you did not
accidentally get assigned to a round in
which your own child is competing. It
doesn’t generally happen, but sometimes
parents and their kids have different last
names and the Tab Staff is unaware of
this.

Give time signals if the kids ask for
them. Standard is “two down”,
which means hold two fingers up
when they have two minutes left,
one when they have one minute, a
“C” at 30 seconds, and a fist when
they are entering the grace period.

Ensure that students respect the
classroom they are using.

ENJOY. These kids work hard, and
are here to entertain you (among
other things).




Please do not refuse to judge a
given event. The Tab Staff will
keep you in your assigned pool
as much as is humanly possible.

Please do not wait until the end
of the round to start writing
comments on ballots. We can’t
start next rounds until all
ballots are in, so this delays the
entire tournament.

Please do not ask the students
what the rules of an event are.
If you have a question about
how a round progresses, check
with the Tab Staff when you
return your ballot.

Please do not disclose the
results of rounds or give oral
critique. Again, this slows up
the entire tournament.

Please do not text, surf the web,
or read while students are
performing.

Please do not write mean or
petty comments as critique.

Please do not ask the Tab Staff
what time a next round starts.
We don’t run on an exact
schedule because we depend on
the timely return of ballots. We
will try to keep you updated.



ONLINE BALLOTING VIA NSDA CAMPUS

Il.  Judges
a. First, log into Tabroom to access your assigned judging rounds during the
tournament. Then, click on your email address in the upper right corner to
view your rounds.
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b. Here, you will see a list of your upcoming rounds to judge.
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c. To join a round, click on the blue camera icon a Also be sure to hit
START, like you would when judging at an in person tournament, to

_ notify the tab team that you have started the round. _




ONLINE BALLOTING VIA NSDA CAMPUS

NSDA ( ~AMPUS » Hl 1

d. Once you join a round, you will be taken to an NSDA Campus page where
you will see the judge and your opponents.

1. On the Campus page, you will also find access to a timer, file
transfer, and contact tab.

e. When the round is over, go back to your Tabroom dashboard (where you
joined the round).

f. Fill out the winner of the round, speaker points, and any comments/ballots
for the debaters, and hit submit when you have filled out all information.
Please at a MINIMUM include which side won in your RFD (Reason for
Decision). Contact your team leaders/coaches for more information on
online balloting.




Troubleshooting

O

I.  Pre-Round
a. If you have issues connecting before the round begins, we suggest the
following steps for troubleshooting:
o Close tabs that aren’t being used
¢ Close and re-open NSDA Campus
¢ Turn off/on your wifi connection
o Restart Chrome, remember you must use Chrome!
® Clear your browser cache and cookies
e Settings -> Privacy & Security -> Clear Browsing Data
(Image Below)
e Restart your computer
® Restart your router
II.  In-Round
a. If you have issues during your round, we suggest the following steps for
troubleshooting:
¢ Follow the troubleshooting steps listed above
o Use a mobile hotspot or Chrome on your phone
* Reach out to your coach for assistance
® Reach out to Titan tournament staff for assistance




Master ballots are given to each judge in an IE event. On this
ballot, you will see a list of codes in a given speaking order (this
order is SET unless it is a tournament which allows double-

entry) .

As the judge, your first job is to make sure everyone is present
(CHECK THE CODES).

After the performances, you will rank the students in order of
their skill (1 is best).

You will also assign speaking points. These are used to break

ties. They range from 80-100; 80 is a punishment, indicating
that the student has offended you or wasted your time. Please
refrain from scoring under 85 unless this is your intent.

Please return the master ballots AND the critique forms IN
SPEAKER ORDER to the ballot check-in table as soon as
possible after the round is over.



While each IE event has its
own Master Ballot, they all

follow the form you see here.

The rules for the event are
listed on top, and the list of
students appears below.
Please remember that
speaking order is SET,
except for tournaments in
which double-entry is
allowed. Speaker points are
written on the STUDENT
critique sheets, not on the
Master.
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As a debate judge, you will receive a ballot for each round. Students are not
given ballots in debate.

Please ensure that the right debaters are in the room. If the pairings are
thrown off, this will drastically slow the tournament, as ALL rounds of the
event will have to be re-paired (and, in rare cases, possibly even RE-RUN.)

Debate points range from 20-30. Just because a student or pair wins, that
does not necessarily mean a score of 30. Please remember that points
under 24 indicate that the student/team was poor at debating.

Students will generally keep their own time and police each other; however,
feel free to keep your own time as well, particularly in regards to Prep Time.

Please do NOT disc]ose results or give oral critique. This slows the
tournament. Turn in ballots as quickly as possible. You do not need to
turn in Flows.

In most debate events, sides are set. The top of a ballot may read “flip for
sides” in later rounds, however. It may also read “flip unless previously
met”, which indicates that if students have met before, they reverse the
sides from their prior meeting.



Congress scores range from 1-6 or 1-8, depending on the length of
the sessions (NFL is 1-8). A score of 11s a punishment: either the
speech was incredibly short (20 seconds-ish), the student was
offensive in the extreme, or the student was out of order (off-topic,
or spoke on the wrong side).

The Presiding Officer also receives a score for his/her work in
keeping order and procedure in the chamber. There is a special
ballot for this purpose.

NFL ballots have room for 3 speeches’ assessments. If the student

speaks a 4™ time, start a new sheet. There is also a section on the

bottom for the judge to comment on questioning. This is not

ls)c%red, but it may affect a student’s ranking on your preferential
allot.

On the Judge’s Preference ballot, you will list in RANK order, who
You consider to be the best legislators. The PO is eligible for this
ist. You may NOT rank your own school in 15t place.



Events, Part 1
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Student Congress

Regulations: @
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What to Look For:
¢ Content:
o Focused on topic
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o Factual accuracy

o Good composition

o References e
Speech 3 - Toe |5 Do Qe D |

[ e P S ¥ S s

* Delivery:
o Eye contact
o Confidence

o Appropriate/Professional tone o
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Additional Congress Forms
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Public Forum Debate

Regulations:

Students should adhere to timing schedule on ballot.

No new information may be presented in the Final
Focus.

This is an aggressive debate, but courtesy and respect
should be maintained amid assertiveness.

What to Look For:

Content:
Focused on topic
Arguments organized
Factual accuracy
Point of view supported
References
Support is germane to topic

Countered arguments presented by opposing
team

Delivery
Confidence

Appropriate/Professional tone

Scoring guide for each debater is detailed on the
ballot. Please make sure your comments justify your
judging decision (win/loss) and your point score is
reflective of your decision.
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Lincoln-Douglas

NATIONAL CATHOLIC FORENSIC LEAGUE
Lincoln-Douglas Debate Ballot

Tudze's Mame

Paints (1-30)

The Winning Debater was Tpholding the [AFF] [NEG].
Thie et e i st Gorselale wilh your desiiion. Remember, this & debile and ot relted indsvidesd omalios. No Low Peinl Winsl

Judze's Siznanare

Tie Lamita fie Limosln- Doieggln Disbate e a fisluwa:
MM;M'WIM

wf Freperation e Lhraghout

the Rostitel il the dsceetion.

REASONS for DECISION




O
GTIJIIi(Z | Fudge's Mamue:
] AFF. CONSTR. MNEG. CONSTH. 15 TAFF HEB NEGREER ITHDAFF REB ADD. CORLMLENTS
Stadedngic ¥ M Stadtednpic ¥ W
| e T | e T Euderne: Euderne: Euderne:
W W I 3 ool I 3 ool I 3 ool
1: 1: 1:
Conl: Bodeed™ 1 Conl: Bocked™
PM?D Baooked™ r.
3.
Book-e1* Book-e1*
x. x.
Con ¥ : Hoddeed™ 1 Con ¥ : Hoddeed™ 1
4.
Baooked? Baooked?
4. 4.
Wonling Issnnes
Booked™ Booked™
Con¥: Bodked™ Con¥: Bodked™
“Wintirgy Lenues

(SR




Events, Part 2
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* Students memorize and dperform a spl;eech
written and previously delivered (published)
by someone else.

» Regulations:
o Time violations cannot E&ace first. Those using
notes must rank last in the round.

o Time: up to 10 min (only valid if timed with
stopwatch). There is a 30-second grace period.

o No scripts/notes

What to Look for:
» Content:
o  Entertaining
o Speech choice appropriate for competition

*  Delivery:
o Eye contact
o Volume
o Speaking rate
o Confidence

» Speaking points range from 80-100, and are
used to break ties.

+ Please make detailed comments on student
ballots.

» No ties in speaking points or rank.

Declamation
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Dramatic Performance

(in NFL Tournaments, this is split into Dramatic Interp and Humorous Interp)

Students memorize and perform a published

scene, portraying either single or multiple
characters.

Regulations:

Time violations cannot place first. Those using
notes must rank last in the round.

Time: up to 10 min (only valid if timed with
stopwatch) The grace period is 30 seconds.

No scripts/notes

What to Look For:

Content:
Entertaining

Piece choice challenging and appropriate for
competition

Delivery:
Characters clearly defined and differentiated

Eye contact
Volume
Speaking rate
Confidence

Speaking points range from 80-100, and are
used to break ties.

Please make detailed comments on student
ballots.

No ties in speaking points or rank.
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Duo Interpretation

Students memorize and perform a published
scene, portraying either single or multiple
characters.

Regulations:

Time violations cannot place first. Those using notes must
rank last in the round.

o Time: up to 10 min (only valid if timed with stopwatch)
The grace period is 30 seconds.

No scripts/notes

Students do not touch or have eye contact except for
during introduction

What to Look For:

Content:

o  Entertaining

o  Piece choice challenging and appropriate for
competition

Delivery:

Characters clearly defined and differentiated

Eye contact

Volume

Speaking rate

Confidence

Speaking points range from 80-100, and are used to
break ties.

Please make detailed comments on student ballots.
No ties in speaking points or rank.

o O O

NATIONAL CATHOLIC FORENSIC LEAGUE
Tima: Critigue Sheer for
L s W ke g paeted U0 INTERFEE 00 OF LITERATURE

Da Mo Weille b Bab S

Eaood Eram Simdames” Namas: Cade Bazh e
Eslectiza Tedhe: Amiker:
Judia"t Nama: sedpe’s Cade:

-J'I:Iﬂ.EE': Zcheal Laagoe:

Arlinris lor jodgiag:

o Dhedudee  The mirdusbion susl same B werk ssd aoilher, peovida necassary backgroend
indermabics ard sefablah B mesed. [ cmng o bmser, oz of Bnsss from tha sedscBan ars uessd e Bia
introshetion, tha mpesksars st adhars o tha rules [ —

= Bigtarisl Tha =sterinl bairg pressntad should allow Sir inlarasting < h.lrl.ll.rl!!ll::l a8 and reascralia plot
strusturs.  The maberiel shouid be abs frr the should ke gives b e
||I.u.1r; et of Eha sdacion

= L - 2 Tha gerlormess dhould seveea you Ih:l. I_rq:r truly sew the ofher
charmtarisi Eac hl'.h..'l:l.ll’ shonld listsn m=d react, with. fecs and body acecinlly o the ofher v talkong
Whit cue charscbar soys or does shireld proecks & BEling veosl, physeal and smotionsl responss from B
olbar charasbe.  The chassclars should see and respeed o wikal m srcund thees, Theay should taka e
midianza =ke the phivaical world of ar sieey. The intsrpratsey will weally snd plvsizelly repesd 1o
sk obhar's varbal amd renoverhal coe whils =asianing e off sags feus

= Cegrectrisation: Each charazber should anves a distnct, conmstest pamanaley, sianzs, snd sasnse of
pastunng  Badh chemacier sbureld b sufficiently desaloged and should nbaract masningfully with s
ol charmctars

= Flyvaealsy Tha plgll:l. mrwEEet e prirayal should aeirkuts s fha ovarall sethatize of B

& whruld ks lishiad by o parfermees. Fanbomimae, o wessl, shiould

=1 gourwte and maslistiz,
®  Woeal Guality:  The i 1= L wethin sl apprap by vy pibck wvihe=s, raba,
I guality, and ink by o convey e vanious meods and sseages = e sy
@ Cwepgl Fifss: The ovarall parfor—amra abould build 6 verious memsets and hava 5 climex. Tha
4 shoraldd b lote smed mamy o Bollow. The perfcrmeses sbocdd display amither world
cubasds of the pedc—wre spacs

FLEASE USE THE REVERSE TO COSMSIEST ON PSITIYVE ASPECTS OF THE FERFORMANUE ANBG TO FROYIIH
SUGL RS IO FORH I RMPTHOR SRS T S R T B DS PR A IR PO W B SR N b I,

Bt B1OAE S w380 M Medmg




Extemporaneous Speaking

* Students are given 30 minutes to prepare a
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Ll:._‘.[l:ld o l‘la.l all ponbamd contained Suram 10 rdeved o the qullh::ﬂ: anwaar. Tha lp-l.ll:l_‘.r l-r_llu_‘..d
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»  Lanpuags The word choas should be clesr sed praciss, intsrssteng and aass b enderstsed. 1 amglopad,
O Research referenced rreaiive desioas, snalogies, msfapbeare slliberalbe word plays, sed the bk dould be slfecbvaly used and
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+ Speaking points range from 80-100, and are used
to break ties.

» Please make detailed comments on student
ballots.

+ No ties in speaking points or rank.
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Oral Interpretation of Literature

* Students deliver dramatic readings of
published poetry and prose. These two
genres alternate rounds.

Regulations:
Time violations cannot place first.

Time: up to 10 min (only valid if timed with
stopwatch). The grace period is 30 seconds.

Maintains impression of reading from script
Student may not step away from performance
spot
What to Look For:
Content:
Entertaining

Piece choice challenging and appropriate for
competition

Appropriate introduction and smooth transitions
Delivery:

Characters clearly defined and differentiated

Eye contact

Volume

Speaking rate

Confidence

Speaking points range from 80-100, and are
used to break ties.

+ Please make detailed comments on student
ballots.

* No ties in speaking points or rank.
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* Students write, memorize and deliver a

speech they wrote themselves. - NATIONAL CATHOLIC FORENSIC LEAGUE
19 v w32 . grmce pamiad Critique Sheet for i Kot Witk e Szace
° ORIGINAL ORATORY
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must rank last in the round. : '
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